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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
On page 38 in Christian Worship 

 
 
 
Opening Hymn – “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”                                                       CW 89 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

BAPTISM (8a) 
Trinity Hazel Cox becomes a child of God through Holy Baptism. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Sing: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Bless-ed are they who take ref-uge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is e-ter-nal; it stands firm in the heav-ens. 

Your faith-ful-ness continues for-ev-er. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Bless-ed are they who take ref-uge in him. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray. 
C: (sing) Amen. 
 

 



THE WORD 
First Lesson – Isaiah 43:1-7 “The Lord Calls You by Name” 
1But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 
Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will 
not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not 
set you ablaze. 3For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt 
for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. 4Since you are precious and honored in my sight, 
and because I love you, I will give men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life. 
5Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from 
the west. 6I will say to the north, `Give them up!' and to the south, `Do not hold them back.' Bring 
my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth-- 7everyone who is called by my 
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."  
 
Psalm of the Day - Psalm 2 on page 65 in Christian Worship 
 
Gospel Lesson Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 “The Baptism of Our Lord” 
 15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 
possibly be the Christ. 16John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more 
powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."  
 21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."  
 
 C: (sing) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Hymn of the Day – “I Gave My Life for Thee”                                                                   CW 454 
 

 
SERMON 

“Man! Wow! Thanks!” 
Titus 3:4-7 

 
 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the 
hope of eternal life.  
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 P: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day 

after day. 
 C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 

 P: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 
temptations of the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature. 

 C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

 

 P: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, 
sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

 C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and 
comfort all who are old and infirm. 

 P: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government 
and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, 
that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

 C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. 
Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come 
with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 
 P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

 P: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. 
Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, 
and use them to your glory. 

 C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 
sight. Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, As we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen 
 
Hymn – “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”                                                                        CW 471 
 
Children’s Lesson 
 
P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

C: (Sing)  Amen. 
 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace, live in harmony with one another, serve the Lord 

with gladness. 
     The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
       The Lord look on you with favor and give you his peace. 
C: (Sing) Amen, amen, amen. 
 
Closing Hymn – “Baptized in Water”                                                                           CW 297 

Text: c 1982 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Tune: public domain. *Setting: c 
1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission. 

 
 

Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 
Heirs of salvation, Trusting his promise, 

Faithfully now God's Praise we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 
Dead in the tomb with Christ our King: 
One with his rising, Freed and forgiven, 
Thankfully now God's Praise we sing. 

 
Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 

Marked with the sign of Christ our King: 
Born of one Father, We are his children; 

Joyfully now God's Praise we sing. 
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