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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
On page 38 in Christian Worship 

 
 
 
 

 
Opening Hymn CW236 vv 1 & 4                                       “All Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Sing: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Bless-ed are they who take ref-uge in him. 
Your Word, O Lord, is e-ter-nal; it stands firm in the heav-ens. 

Your faith-ful-ness continues for-ev-er. 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Bless-ed are they who take ref-uge in him. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray. 
C: (sing) Amen. 
 



THE WORD 
Old Testament Lesson – Exodus 20:1-8, 12-20 “God’s Will For Our Lives” 1And God 

spoke all these words: 2"I am the 
LORD your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery. 3"You shall have no other 
gods before me. 4"You shall not 
make for yourself an idol in the form 
of anything in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the waters 
below. 5You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I, the 
LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of 
the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 
6but showing love to a thousand 
[generations] of those who love me 
and keep my commandments. 7"You 
shall not misuse the name of the 
LORD your God, for the LORD will 

not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 8"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 12"Honor 
your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 
13"You shall not murder. 14"You shall not commit adultery. 15"You shall not steal. 16"You shall not give 
false testimony against your neighbor. 17"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor." 18When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 
smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and 
we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die." 20Moses said to the people, "Do not be 
afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning."  
 

Psalm Hymn CW287 vv 1 & 4                                                “The Law of God is Good and Wise” 
  

Epistle Lesson – Romans 8:26-27 “An Assurance at All Times”  26In the same way, the Spirit helps 
us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 
groans that words cannot express. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 
 

Verse of the Day 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may believe 

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 “The Parable of the Weeds” 24Jesus told them 
another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25But while 
everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26When the 
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27"The owner's servants came to him and 
said, `Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' 28"`An enemy did  



this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, `Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 29"`No,' he answered, 
`because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together 
until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'"  
 36Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds in the field." 37He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of 
the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 
harvesters are angels. 40"As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age. 41The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who 
has ears, let him hear.  
 

 C: (sing) Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon Hymn – CW285 vv 1-2, 11-12 
“The Ten Commandments Are the Law” 

 
SERMON SERIES ON THE TEN 

COMMANDMENTS 
 

Accent the Positive - “Make God Your Model” 
 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 
You shall have no other gods. 

What does this mean? 
We should fear, love, and trust in God above all 

things. 
 

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 
and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 
10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; 
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  1 John 4:7-12 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



THANKSGIVING 
Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church – Page 42 in Christian Worship 
 
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, As we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen 
 

Hymn CW476 vv 1-3                                           “Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower” 
 

P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith,  guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

C: (Sing)  Amen. 
 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace, live in harmony with one another, serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

     The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
       The Lord look on you with favor and give you his peace. 
 
C: (Sing) Amen, amen, amen. 
 
Closing Verse – 476 v 4                                       “Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower” 

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
 
 

Thee will I love, my crown of gladness; 
Thee will I love, my God and Lord, 
Amid the darkest depths of sadness, 

And not for hope of high reward, 
For thine own sake, O Light divine, 

So long as life is mine. 
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